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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Congleton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Congleton  during  the  year  1950. 

I have  included  in  this  report  details  of  environmental 
hygiene,  and  particulars  of  the  Health  Services  administered 
by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  loyal  service  and  to  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  co-operation. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  DOVE  CORMAC, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population 

Births 


12,940 


Live  Births — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Male 

Lemale 

179 

97 

82 

2 

1 

1 

00 

2 

6 

1 

1 



Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  mid  1950  13.9 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of 

the  population  15.8 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  47.3 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  69 


Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

total  population  37 


Infantile  Mortality 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  is  shown  as  follows : — 

Total  Male  Lemale 

Legitimate  5 4 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  27.6 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

per  1,000  live  births  29.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.9 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0 


Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages  131  74  57 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

mid  1950  10.1 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of 

the  population  11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  maternal  causes  1 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  5.2 


The  following  table  shows  the 

deaths 

from  all 

causes 

within  the  district  during  the  year 

Cause 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

1 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— u. 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 





___ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

4 

3 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  

2 

— 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15 

11 

4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  

1 



1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  

15 

6 

9 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  

17 

11 

6 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  

2 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease  

19 

6 

13 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

4 

1 

3 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

Bronchitis  

7 

5 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Svstem  

1 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

1 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

3 

3 

...  ■ 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

2 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  and  111  Defined  Diseases  ... 

20 

12 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

2 

2 

0 

All  Other  Accidents  

4 

3 

1 

Suicide  

1 

1 

■■  ■ ■ 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

131 

74 

57 

SECTION  Bo 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

The  following  is  an  abstract  from  my  report  to  the  South- 
East  Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  concerning 
various  aspects  of  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  services  as 
applicable  to  Congleton  Rural  District. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Sessions  have  been  held  twice  monthly  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  situated  at  Mow  Cop,  Scholar  Green  and  at 
Holmes  Chapel ; while  those  mothers  residing  within  reason- 
able distance  of  Sandbach  and  Congleton  have  attended  the 
weekly  sessions  held  at  Marriott  House,  Sandbach,  and  12, 
West  Street,  Congleton,  respectively.  Welfare  Foods  have 
been  sold  at  all  these  clinics  at  cost  price  to  mothers  who 
have  attended  with  their  children. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

District  Nurses  serving  the  district  are  resident  in  Ast- 
bury,  Chelford,  Goostrey,  Holmes  Chapel,  Monks  Heath, 
Sandbach,  Scholar  Green  and  Wheelock.  The  nurses  at 
Scholar  Green  and  Holmes  Chapel  reside  in  council  houses. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  against  Whooping 
Cough  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  been  continued 
by  Doctors,  in  their  surgeries,  in  the  patients’  homes  and  at 
Welfare  Centres. 

No  procedure  for  preventing  a deadly  disease  has  ever 
yielded  such  a measure  of  success  as  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  by  removing  from  childhood  one  of  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  fatality. 


Comment  made  in  the  popular  press  about  the  association 
discovered  between  Infantile  Paralysis  and  Immunisation  has 
resulted  in  a fall  of  immunisation  throughout  the  country. 
Immunisation  does  not  cause  Infantile  Paralysis  but  merely 
increases  the  chances  to  a negligible  extent  of  contracting  it 
should  the  disease  be  epidemic  at  the  time  of  innoculation. 
If  immunisation  is  relaxed  the  damage  done  will  be  far  greater 
than  any  damage  due  to  Poliomyelitis  through  the  minimal 
increased  risk  which  immunisation  is  thought  to  bring  about. 
Every  child  should  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria  on  reach- 
ing the  age  of  one  year  and  again  on  entering  school. 
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At  the  present  time  a large  scale  trial  is  being  carried  out 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council  to  determine  the  efficacy  of 
immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough.  Results  have 
indicated  a fairly  high  percentage  of  success  with  certain 
vaccines  but  that  it  will  be  a year  or  two  before  a highly 
effective  vaccine  is  available  for  general  use.  In  the  mean- 
time it  is  considered  advisable  that  pressure  should  not  be 
exerted  on  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough,  but  that  immunisation  should  be  available 
and  carried  out  on  request. 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation 
there  has  been  a general  decline  in  vaccination  against  Small- 
pox. In  the  Congleton  Rural  District  only  49  children  under 
5 years  of  age  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  during  1950. 
Between  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  the  31st  December,  1950,  only 

19.2%  of  children  had  been  vaccinated  by  the  time  they  had 
reached  the  age  of  six  months. 

Ideally,  vaccination  should  be  carried  out  in  infancy,  on 
entering  school,  on  leaving  school  and  afterwards  only  when 
there  has  been  exposure  to  smallpox. 


STATISTICS 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Age  0 to  4 66 

Age  5 to  14  23 

Reinforcing  injections  5 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

All  age  groups  27 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Combined  Immunisation 

All  age  groups  3 


Vaccination 

Primary  Vaccination 


Age  0 to  4 49 

Age  5 to  14  0 

Adults  2 

Re- Vaccination 

Age  0 to  4 0 

Age  5 to  14  1 

Adults  7 


Ambulance  and  Sitting-case  Car  Transport 

Ambulance  transport  has  been  provided  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  under  section  27  of  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice Act,  from  depots  situated  in  Congleton  and  Sandbach. 
Cars  for  sitting  cases  have  similarly  been  provided  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  who  have  employed  in  the  district 
two  firms  of  taxi  proprietors  and  the  Voluntary  Car  Service. 
In  the  latter  organisation,  which  operates  from  Macclesfield, 
drivers  work  on  a voluntary  basis  and  are  provided  with  a 
car  allowance  to  cover  running  expenses. 


While  the  monthly  ambulance  mileages  in  the  district 
have  remained  fairly  steady,  there  has  been  a continued  in- 
crease in  the  mileage  carried  out  by  sitting-case  cars. 

The  ambulance  and  Sitting-case  Car  Service  provided 
under  section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  avail- 
able for  those  patients  who  on  strictly  medical  grounds  are 
unfit  to  use  public  transport.  Much  comment  has  from  time 
to  time  been  made  about  how  this  part  of  the  Health  Service 
has  been  abused.  Instances  of  abuse  have  undoubtedly 
occurred  but  in  many  cases  the  abuse  has  been  apparent  rather 
than  real.  I believe  that  the  large  increase  in  car  mileage  is 
due  to  more  people  having  made  use  of  a service  to  which 
they  have  been  entitled  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act. 

Domestic  Help 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in 
Congleton  Rural  District  during  1950  are  as  follows : — 

Home  Helps  employed : 

Full  Time — 

Temporary  1 

Casual  6 

Applications  received : 

Confinement  6 

Illness  4 

Tuberculosis  — 

Aged  and  Infirm  2 

Cases  attended : 

Confinement  5 

Illness  3 

Tuberculosis 
Aged  and  Infirm 


2 


This  amenity  which  is  provided  under  section  29  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  has  been  gradually  expanding. 
Owing  to  increased  demand,  more  casual  and  temporary  Home 
Helps  have  been  engaged. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  F.  Rowntree,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board, 
for  the  following  information. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  in  the  Congleton  Rural 
District  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  for  supply  in  the  Congle- 
ton Rural  District  has  been  adequate  in  the  Southern  part  of 
the  area,  but  owing  to  distribution  difficulties  and  the  limited 
resources  of  the  Mow  Cop  Pumping  Station  there  have  been 
deficiencies  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district.  Three  major 
pipe-laying  schemes  have  been  approved  by  the  Board  in  order 
to  assist  in  remedying  these  defects.  The  average  daily 
demand  for  water  for  all  purposes  was  320,000  gallons. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  and  treated  waters 
have  been  carried  out  weekly  with  satisfactory  results. 

Chemical  analyses  have  been  reported  on  favourably. 

There  is  no  danger  of  plumbo-solvent  action. 

There  has  not  been  any  action  required  in  respect  of 


contamination. 


Sewerage 

The  Manor  Lane  Sewer  Extension  was  completed  and 
made  possible  the  removal  of  the  small  inadequate  drainage 
installations  at  two  important  industrial  properties.  They  are 
now  connected  to  the  sewer,  with  the  result  that  the  nuisance 
arising  from  the  pollution  of  the  stream  flowing  through  the 
centre  of  Holmes  Chapel  has  largely  been  removed. 

Further  improvements  are  to  be  undertaken  by  accepting 
the  Canning  Factory  trade  waste  into  the  sewer  after  pre- 
treatment and  by  arranging  for  several  houses  now  draining 
to  septic  tanks  with  overflows  into  the  same  stream  also  to 
be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Concentration  on  the  erection  of  houses  has  made  it 
impossible  to  fructify  several  schemes  which  it  had  been 
hoped  would  be  under  construction,  and  it  has  now  been 
decided  to  embark  upon  a less  ambitious  programme  including 
the  extension  of  Holmes  Chapel  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and 
the  construction  of  new  works  rather  than  the  enlargement 
of  the  existing  Twemlow  Green  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
which,  it  is  considered,  are  located  in  too  close  proximity  to 
the  highway. 

As  a first  step,  in  the  case  of  the  Holmes  Chapel  Works, 
negotiations  are  in  hand  with  two  factories  with  a view  to 
effecting  an  improvement  in  the  trade  wastes  which  are  at 
present  discharged  to  the  sewer. 

Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  conversions  from  conservancy  to  water 

carriage  system  86 

No.  of  houses  on  conservancy  system  in  built-up 
areas,  including  176  in  Townships  referred  to 
above  as  being  in  need  of  improved  sewerage  dis- 
posal facilities  280 


Public  Cleansing 


Out  of  20  Parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District,  removal 
of  house  refuse  and  night  soil  is  undertaken  for  11.  In  8 of 
the  Parishes  the  work  is  done  by  direct  labour  and  by  con- 
tract for  the  other  three. 

As  may  be  expected  in  a scattered  country  area  with  a 
limited  staff,  a number  of  complaints  are  bound  to  be  received. 
These  usually  are  not  serious  and  are  dealt  with  immediately. 

A modified  scheme  covering  those  Parishes  under  con- 
tract together  with  certain  other  contiguous  Parishes  was 
prepared.  Unfortunately  the  scheme  was  met  with  little 
enthusiasm  by  the  Parishes  concerned  and  the  Council  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  undertake  removal  of  refuse  and  night- 
soil  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

No.  of  inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  1014 

No  of  defects  remedied  717 

Rodent  Control 

Administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  is  an  important  item  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

All  sewers,  disposal  works,  refuse  tips  and  other  premises 
owned  by  the  Council  are  regularly  inspected  and  treated. 


The  district  is  consistently  inspected  and,  where  neces- 
sary, treatment  is  carried  out. 

For  private  houses  no  charge  is  made.  For  industrial, 
business  and  agricultural  premises  a charge  is  made  for  ser- 
vices rendered,  the  amount  depending  upon  the  degree  of 
infestation  and  time  and  materials  involved. 

For  this  purpose  the  Council  employ  a full-time 
operator  and  have  provided  a small  motor  van  to  transport 

' C 1 ^ * ' • ' v * • 

him  and  his  equipment  around  the  district. 

Infestation  on  the  whole  is  not  serious  and  is  not  allowed 
to  become  so. 

Where  borderline  cases  occur,  contact  is  made  with  the 
appropriate  Authority  so  that  joint  action  can  be  taken. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of.  service 

of  informal  notices  122 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  under  the  Flousing  Act  requiring  repairs 
and  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 


informal  notice  Nil 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

No.  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(estimated)  300 

No.  of  houses  demolished  4 


SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Milk 

The  supervision  of  cattle  and  buildings  in  connection  with 
the  production  of  milk  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and,  this  being  a County  Dis- 
trict, the  sampling  if  milk  in  course  of  delivery  and  offered 
for  sale  is  under  the  control  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

As  to  the  distribution  of  milk,  retailers  are  regularly 
visited  and,  where  necessary  they  are  given  advice  as  to  im- 
provements. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  private  slaughter  houses  remain  closed  due  to  the 
continuance  of  controlled  slaughtering. 

Inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  retailed  or  prepared 
for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  regularly. 

Model  Byelaws,  Series  I,  dealing  with  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  have 
been  adopted  and  food  handlers  and  distributors  are  being 
advised  upon  improved  methods. 

SECTION  F 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

The*  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  in- 
fectious disease  notified  during  the  year,  together  with  the 
number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and  the  total  number 
of  deaths. 
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The  supervision  of  cattle  and  buildings  in  connection  with 
the  production  of  milk  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and,  this  being  a County  Dis- 
trict, the  sampling  if  milk  in  course  of  delivery  and  offered 
for  sale  is  under  the  control  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

As  to  the  distribution  of  milk,  retailers  are  regularly 
visited  and,  where  necessary  they  are  given  advice  as  to  im- 
provements. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  private  slaughter  houses  remain  closed  due  to  the 
continuance  of  controlled  slaughtering. 

Inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  retailed  or  prepared 
for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  regularly. 

Model  Byelaws,  Series  I,  dealing  with  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  have 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

For  comparative  purposes  I have  recorded  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  during  1950  in  conjunction  vitb 
the  notifications  of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1941. 

Notifications — 1941  to  1950 
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Deaths — 1941  to  1950 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  following  tables  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  give  details  of  inspections  and  cases 
where  defects  were  found. 


(1)  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  provision  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector) : 


»•  J 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

43 

38 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

38 

34 

1 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority  (exclud- 
ing outworkers 
premises)  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

81 

72 

0 

0 

(2)  Cases  where  defects  were  found — NIL. 
Outworkers  under  Sections  110  and  111  1. 


